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Jules Tindungan, an A

fghanistan veteran 
w

hose m
ilitary contract w

as involuntarily extended to 
include a second tour of duty in a w

ar zone, this tim
e 

in Iraq. Jules served his country faithfully full fi lling 
his contract, but the m

ilitary didn’t fulfi ll it’s. N
ow

 
living in Canada as a refugee, the decorated com

bat 
veteran Jules Tindungan doesn’t w

ant killing as a 
career anym

ore. Recently I interview
ed him

 about 
the G

I Sanctuary City m
ovem

ent in Bellingham
, and 

w
hat it w

ould potentially m
ean to him

.

A
- Interview

er - A
sh W

oolson
J- Julio Tindungan

A
: W

hat em
otions did you go through w

hen deciding 
to leave your unit? H

ad there been Sanctuary Cit-
ies in place at that tim

e, w
ould your em

otions have 
changed?
J: The only em

otion that com
es to m

ind as I try to 
recall that tim

e is the fear. The fear of not know
ing. 

The fear of failing. The fear of ridicule. A m
uch 

different type of fear than anything I’d ever know
n. 

U
nlike rolling out of the w

ire, or hearing shots fi red. 
It w

as not debilitating, but rather em
pow

ering. I w
as 

of sound m
ind w

hen I cam
e to the decision to leave, 

so it w
as M

Y
 choice. I w

asn’t follow
ing the heard, 

or doing som
ething because the people to m

y left 
and right w

ere doing it. I w
as scared of course, but 

any other em
otion w

ould have been inappropriate. 
O

ne realization that m
any com

e to w
hile at w

ar for 
prolonged periods is that fear is healthy. Fear lets 
you know

 your still alive.

A
: H

ow
 soon after you w

ent AW
O

L, did you go to 
Canada?
J: A

fter leaving on the night of M
ay 16th, 2008, I stayed 

in Los A
ngeles w

ith a fam
ily w

ho offered m
e their couch. 

From
 there, I planned m

y exodus and m
ade contacts in 

Canada. O
n the 29th day of being AW

O
L, I jum

ped on 
a G

reyhound bus from
 Los A

ngeles to Vancouver. The 
reason I chose to stay until the very last day before the 
U

.S.  A
rm

y issued a nationw
ide felony w

arrant for m
y 

arrest, w
as because I had m

ade a prom
ise to m

y brother. 
That I w

ould be the fi rst to salute him
 at his com

m
ission-

ing cerem
ony.

A
: W

hat is your relationship like w
ith your fam

ily and 
friends since you w

ent AW
O

L?
J: Since leaving the A

rm
y and com

ing back from
 A

fghani-
stan, m

y fam
ily has been supportive of m

y decisions. I 
m

ade sure it w
as clear before I cam

e to C
anada, w

hy I 
w

as doing w
hat I w

as doing. They m
ay still not under-

stand the situation entirely, but they understand the gravity 
of w

hat m
ay happen should I return. I can call them

 
norm

ally but it’s diffi cult for them
 to com

e and see m
e. 

M
y older brother w

ho is also a paratrooper stationed at Ft. 
Bragg is the only m

em
ber of m

y fam
ily w

ho is relatively 
fi nancially stable.

A
: W

hat im
pact w

ould a Sanctuary C
ity have m

ade on 
you, as a w

ar resister?
J: A sanctuary city, though not entirely safe for desert-
ers, w

ould have m
ade the process less strenuous. Perhaps 

allow
ing m

e to have thought m
ore rationally about m

y 
choices, W

ithout fear of arrest for the m
ost m

iniscule of 
offenses, like not having a safety belt on w

hile driving. 
Just like m

y safe house in Los A
ngeles, w

here I felt the 
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m
ost com

fortable, a sanctuary city could becom
e a 

staging point for soldiers of conscious to properly 
plan a strategy, collect resources, m

ake connections 
(law

yers, support groups, activist organizations 
etc.). The sanctuary city w

ould be an indispensable 
apparatus of the G

.I rights m
ovem

ent, and m
ore 

im
portantly the A

nti-W
ar m

ovem
ent.

A
: D

o you for w
hatever reason m

iss being on 
A

m
erican soil?

J: I m
iss A

m
erica like a deployed soldier m

isses 
A

m
erica. I don’t necessarily m

iss the country or idea 
of A

m
erica itself. But I m

iss the aesthetics. The dirt, 
the w

eather, The Los A
ngeles traffi c, In &

 O
ut Burg-

ers, A
uthentic M

exican food, and the seem
ingly infi -

nite num
ber of little things. M

y friends and I used to 
joke about how

 recruiters sold us on w
hat w

e w
ould 

learn in the A
rm

y. In the end, they said, you learn to 
live out of a bag, sleep in the dirt, sm

oke cigarettes 
and play Texas hold em

’ under a poncho w
ith your 

head lam
p. H

om
e is w

here you m
ake it, and m

ine is 
w

here  ever m
e and m

y kind are w
elcom

e.
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